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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY

. g NOV 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE -
SUBJECT: NASA Space Photography

I appreciate your memorandum of October 16 regarding NASA
space photography and certainly agree with the necessity to formalize
the review of these activities in terms of their security impact on
intelligence programs,

My staff will be ple ased to participéte as necessary in setting up
and operating the review procedures. Mr, Louis F. Mazza will arrange

" the initial contact between your security staff and representatives of the

NRO, in this regard,

M %{
Alexander H, Flax

Director
National Reconnaissance QOffice
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TO:

ER
ROOM NO. BUILDING
REMARKS:

Copies have been sent to DD/I,
| D/DCI/NIPE, D/Security via DD/S,
C/COMOR, and CIA Director of

"Reconnaissance. )
FROM:
O/ExDir/HKnoche
ROOM NO. . BUILDING EXTENSION
FORM NO . 2 4] REPLACES FORM 36-8 W GPO : 1957—0—439445 (47)
{ FEB 55 _ WHICH MAY BE USED.
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DCI has not seen.

Suggest copies to Sheldon and DDI who
started this exercise.

W. Elder

10 Nov 65
(DATE)
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16 0CT 1965

MENOBANDUN YOR: UDiroctor, Eationsl Beconnaissance Office

SUBJRCY : NA&SA Spuce Plotography

. ¥ have notad the regont KRO weworendun ou thoe basdling of
photogreplby obisiued by the Quostar cewmcrs during the GEMENE ¥ flight.

2. Tho incressing use of photographic cquipsent in WE: prosreas
would socessitets considersiion of the secuwrity of fatelligence
pro;rase in terus of beth sguipmont and produet I{ guch voe shouid
result in photogrephy spprosching intelliizeces roconneissence equality.
1 dwllieve that policy guldange for eguipwent ix sdoquatsiy establisivd
st tols tiwe by the DoBVCIA~NASA sgreoment of August 1863, However,
since 1 sw chaygad with the statutory respousintiity Zar the protectien
of iatelligonce sources and motbeds from ussutiorized disclesuro, I
would prefor to heve & wore forasl mocodurs for otasidoring the
Antelligence signiticence and seourity 6f the photogyrephis preduct
outatoed from these prograws. Thercfore, I su ssking wy iatelligence
snd mecurity principails to oxsmtne the czisting srwsagouspts regerding
this proslce, in consultation with the Director, NPIC, Chatirwan, COUOR
{tn bBis capecity ss TALENY Contvel ©1fieer, CIA), your staff sand others,
A8 appaopriste, and to report their findings and recomesdatiens to we
or procedures for disscainstion of thie photogrepiic product.

3. I would then revios these findings vith the DEIR, 1f neccsmsary,
sad formulets sppropristie guidenco witk thoir essistance. J invite you
to join in this uifort s thet complate represontation ean be schieved.

(signed) W. F. Raborn

¥. ¥, RADORN

cc: v, Yenroe
Dr. Scownbs

50X1
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DD1/CGE/Reconnal sgance Group:

| Distribution:
Copy #1 B 2 ~ Addresses
#3 -~ M. Youce
| # 4 - Dr. Sesmans
| # 5 - Bigner
; MG -
| #7 -8/
| # 8 - DD/NIPE
| # 9 ~ DD/BAT
‘ #iC - Divector of Sesurity
‘u-mmm.m
#13 - Chalrman, COMDR
#13 -~ CG8/Recce
#14 - CGB/Recce
#15 - CO8

qeARET

(8 Oct 65)

UA
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" CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP
TO NAME AND ADDRESS DATE INITIALS
1 Executive Director /o//3 722%/’
7
2
/
s | oot fae pm | so)ss
4
e ek b7 OC
5 DCI AT T T | Bt
6
ACTION DIRECT REPLY PREPARE_REPLY
APPROVAL DISPATCH RECOMMENDATION
COMMENT FILE RETURN
CONCURRENCE INFORMATION SIGNATURE
Remarks:

The attached letter to D/NRO
for the DCI's signature was prompted
by D/NRO's letter to the DCI on the
handling of Gemini V photography.

a result of our experience in this
case, we believe it would be prudent
to put on the record the principle of
an intelligence and security role in
release of NASA and DOD space
photography.

As

Attached text has been coordinated
with DDS&T, Director of Security,
Chairman COMOR, and D/NIPE.

FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER
FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO.

DATE

DDI yidJ 7E32 12 Oct
| UNCLASSIFIED | | CONFIDENTIAL | SECRET
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by DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY

3 SEP1965

MEMORANDUM FOR DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE -_

AN

SUBJECT: GEMINI V Photography

As you know, arrangements previously were made between
Dr. McMillan and Dr. Seamans to process and review, here in
Washington, all film taken from GEMINI V with the Questar
caiera prior to any public release. This included not only
DoD experiments but also NASA film exposed in the same
camera.

Dr. Seamans and I, along with representatives from CIA,
State Department, the NRO, and NPIC, reviewed the film last
Wednesday. There follows a brief sumary of my observations:

a. Although several DoD facilities and systems
were photographed (for example: Bergstrom AFB and the air-
craft carrier Champlain), the bulk of the astronauts' attention
was directed toward cloud patterns and unusual terrain features
around the world;

b. Resolution varied from about 20 to 50' with the
black and white film, and from about 40 to 60' with the color
film;

c. Although there probably is no real intelligence
value in any of the photography, the fact remains that air-
craft can be observed in the Bergstrom AFB photo and the USS
Champlain is clearly identifiable as an aircraft carrier.

d, The ability of man to identify a specific ground
target, and point his spacecraft at and track that target, is
obvious from the photography.

50X1
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At the meeting, we agreed to the following:

a. NASA color £f1lm taken with the Questar camera
was all releasable, subject only to State Department guidance
with regard to possible foreign relationship problems. There
is no significant intelligence information evident in any of
these photographs;

b. All of the DoD film (black and white, plus color
through an IR filter) would be classified;

- c. The DoD film would be reviewed with the astronauts
and appropriate members of the GEMINI team as classified
. material., This review for the purpose of assisting them in

evaluating mission performance will be acccmplished this week-
end.

d. Since the press wag aware of the DoD experiments.

some DoD film would probably have to be released as typical
of the results obtained

We have reviewed the DoD £ilm and are taking the following
action:

a. Several prints are being deltvared to General
- LeBailly as releasable to the press, if necessary. Specifically,
these include photographs of Dallas, the Cape Kennedy NASA
industrial area, the moon, Venus, and Alpha Centaur.

b, General Le2ailly has been instructed that, if
necessary to release these printsg, 1t will be done from
Houston and with minimum fanfare. His spokesman will be
cautioned that we seek minimm DoD publicity, and that all
aspects of DoD Washington interest in this event are classified.

' ;»L}Va i “ ~"
, <,

o+ L :
Alexander H. Flax
Acting Director
ional Reconnaissance Office S0X1
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12 OCT 1965
, 50X1

Copy_2Z.

| MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT : Response to Memorandum from Acting Director,
NRO, dated 3 September 1965 50X1
Concerning Release of GEMINI-5 Photography

1. This memorandum contains a recommendation in paragraph 5
concérning the attached memorandum to Director, National Reconnaissance
Office.

2. The purpose of this memorandum to the Director, National
Reconnaissance Office is to establish better management over the
security aspects resulting from the acquisition of photography
by NASA flights. DDCI/NIPE, DD/S&T and the Director of Security
concur in the memorandum as drafted.

3. TFormalizing the procedure for reviewing and determining
the security classification of NASA-acquired photography is
considered necessary because of your statutory responsibility of
protecting intelligence sources and methods. You will recall that a
meeting was arranged by Dr, McMillan and Dr. Seamans on 1 September
at NPIC to process and review the photography obtained by GEMINI-5.
The decisions made at this meeting (i.e., that all the DOD film would
be classified but reviewed further for possible release of
individual pictures, and that all NASA color photography would be
released) were reported to you in a memorandum from Dr. Flax on
3 September. Our representatives at this meeting were in agreement
with the decisions made at the meeting but it must be noted that the
DOD film was to be reviewed further and that some 'would probably
have to be released as typical of results obtained." This also
posed no objections on our part because of the simplicity of the
security problems involved. The decisions on releasing future
acquisitions, however, will become more of a security problem since
future experiments in the NASA manned programs may well produce
photography of sufficient quality to reveal U.S. intelligence
capabilities for photo-satellite reconnaissance.
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4. It is for these reasons that we feel a response to Dr. Flax'

memorandum is in order and that more formalized control over the use
of future photography gained from the NASA programs is necessary
and commensurate with your statutory responsibility.

5.

It is recommended that you sign the attached memorandum to
Dr. Flax,

50X1

7Y
RAY S, c:(fﬁE
Deputy Director fon Intelligence

Attachment

50X1

SECRET

- Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/06/26 : CIA-RDP80R01580R002004220017-6




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/06/26 : CIA-RDP80R01580R002004220017-6

50X1

0\0

<

Q”o’e

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/06/26 : CIA-RDP80R01580R002004220017-6



